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Mark My Words by Father Mark Goldasich

Tonganbxie: population a little over 6,000. Sacred Heart
Parish, Tonganoxie: a little over 450 families.

Over the years, I'm sure you've heard jokes about living
in a small town:

* You call the wrong number and end up chatting for
15 minutes anyway.

* The “road hog” going down Main Street is a
tractor.

* You know what 4-H is.

* Your car stays filthy because of the dirt roads, and
you will never own a dark vehicle for this reason.

* Someone asks where you’re from and you name
the closest big city so they’ll understand.

* You decide to walk somewhere for exercise and
five people pull over and ask if you need a ride.

* You don'’t use your turn signal because everyone
knows where you’re going.

* You miss a Sunday Mass at church and get a
get-well card the next day.

» Someone asks you how you feel and then listens to
what you say.

That last observation captures some of the beauty of living in a small town or belonging to a small
parish. There truly is a feeling of family. People feel ownership of the parish and are willing to step
forward whenever there’s a need. It’'s a place of comfort and support.

A key to that family feeling is when someone calls you by name. That’s one of
the reasons for a picture directory like this. I'm amazed at how often | open mine to put a name to a
face or get an address. And it serves as a visual history of the growth of the parish over the years.

When | arrived at Sacred Heart in 1991, there were about 270 families. As the town has grown, so
has the parish! But one thing hasn’t changed and it's something that makes me smile whenever | hear
it: “We really feel welcome here!”

I’'m proud and blessed to be your pastor. As we continue to grow, let's keep in mind the wonderful
quote: “If you're more fortunate than others, it's better to build a longer table than a higher fence.”
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Thank you for your service...

Betty Bremenkamp
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Woodhead,
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Zachariah, Sandra

*Denotes Submitted Photo
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CELEBRATING THE PAST
BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE
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